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Boat Insurance
Accidents can happen just as easily on the water as they do on the road. RACQ Insurance covers 

your boat for damage, theft and third party l iabil ity. It ’s another example of Queenslanders 

looking after Queenslanders. 

For details, call us 24 hours every day on 13 1905, visit www.racqinsurance.com.au 
or drive safely to your local RACQ branch.

 “I can always spot a good deal.”

Conditions may apply. Always read the PDS, available from RACQ before 
selecting a policy. Insurance products are issued by RACQ Insurance Limited. 
ABN 50 009 704 152. RAI0001045
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This handbook should only be used as a guide, and the legislation is determinant. You should review  
the law if you have any doubts. The information in this edition is current at the time of printing. 
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Size and bag limits - Tidal waters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87 
Size and bag limits - Fresh waters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93
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Contact information
Maritime Safety Queensland
Gold Coast
40–44 Sea World Drive, Main Beach 4217 
(07) 5539 7300  A/H (07) 5539 7373

Brisbane 
MacArthur Avenue East, Pinkenba 4008 
(07) 3860 3500  A/H (07) 3305 1700

Sunshine Coast 
Old Pilot Station, Parkyn Parade,  
Mooloolaba 4557 
(07) 5477 8425  A/H (07) 3305 1700

Gladstone 
Level 2, Centrepoint Building,  
136 Goondoon Street, Gladstone 4680 
(07) 4973 1200  A/H (07) 4973 1208

Bundaberg 
Floor 2, 46 Quay Street, Bundaberg 4670 
(07) 4131 8500  A/H (07) 4973 1208

Hervey Bay 
Buccaneer Avenue, Hervey Bay 4655 
(07) 4194 9600  A/H (07) 4973 1208

Mackay 
14 Discovery Lane, Mount Pleasant,  
Mackay 4740 
(07) 4944 3700  A/H (07) 4956 3489

Whitsundays 
384 Shute Harbour Road, Airlie Beach 4802 
(07) 4946 2200  A/H (07) 4956 3489

Townsville 
60 Ross Street, South Townsville 4810 
(07) 4726 3400  A/H 0428 113 089 or  
(07) 4726 3407 (for navigation aid faults)

Cairns 
100–106 Tingira Street, Portsmith 4870 
(07) 4052 7400  A/H (07) 4052 7470 or  
1300 551 899

Weipa* 
1 Iraci Avenue, Weipa 4874 
(07) 4069 7165  A/H (07) 4052 7470 or  
1300 551 899

Karumba* 
Lot 75, Yappar Street 4891 
(07) 4745 9281  A/H (07) 4052 7470 or  
1300 551 899

Thursday Island* 
Hastings Street, Thursday Island 4875 
(07) 4069 1351  A/H (07) 4052 7470 or  
1300 551 899
* These offices do not sell publications.
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P U B L I S H I N G

The Department of Employment, Economic Development and 
Innovation (DEEDI) advises that the summarised information 
in this guide should not be relied on as a complete or accurate 
representation of the legislative requirements. Users may access 
copies of the Fisheries Act 1994 and other fisheries legislation via 
the internet at www.legislation.qld.gov.au and should seek their own 
legal advice. DEEDI disclaims all liability for all claims, loss, damages, 
cost or expense of whatever nature, howsoever occurring as a result 
of reliance upon the information contained in this guide.
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Department of Transport and Main Roads
Department of Transport and Main Roads customer service centres handle recreational boat licensing 
and registration business. For your local centre and any enquiries contact:

Local and Interstate callers........................13 23 80 Interpreting service.........................13 14 50

Fisheries Queensland
Customer Service Centre.............................13 25 23
Email: callweb@deedi.qld.gov.au    Website: www.fisheries.qld.gov.au

Boating interstate 
If you are going boating interstate, you should check the rules for licensing, registration and safety 
equipment as there can be differences. 

Brisbane (Pinkenba) 
Marine Operations Base, MacArthur Avenue East, 
Pinkenba 
(07) 3860 3502

Redland Bay
26-40 Delancey Street, Cleveland 
(07) 3824 9545

Gold Coast
40–44 Sea World Drive, Main Beach 
(07) 5583 5500

Warwick
604 Yangan Road, Warwick 
(07) 4660 3666

Mooloolaba 
Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba 
(07) 5444 4599

Noosa
Russell Street, Noosaville 
(07) 5449 7555

Kingaroy
214 Goodger Road, Kingaroy 
(07) 4160 0700

Hervey Bay
Buccaneer Avenue, Urangan 
(07) 4125 3989

Bundaberg 
Enterprise Street, Bundaberg 
(07) 4131 5817

Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol
Gladstone 
Alf O’Rourke Drive, Gladstone Marina 
(07) 4972 0699

Yeppoon 
John Howes Drive, Rosslyn Bay 
(07) 4933 6404
Longreach 
Landsborough Highway, 
(07) 4933 6404
Mackay 
Tennyson Street, Mackay 
(07) 4967 0724
Airlie Beach
Combined Marine Operations Base, Shingley Dr, 
Airlie Beach 
(07) 4946 7003
Bowen 
6 Herbert Street, Bowen 
(07) 4786 3444
Townsville 
60 Ross Street, South Townsville 
(07) 4772 7311
Ingham 
7 Haigh Street, Ingham 
(07) 4776 1611
Cairns 
100–106 Tingira Street, Portsmith, Cairns 
(07) 4035 0700
Port Douglas
Ashford Avenue, Port Douglas 
(07) 4099 5160
Thursday Island

 
(07) 4069 1772

Report suspected illegal fishing to the
Fishwatch Hotline: 1800 017 116

Shark Safety Hotline: 1800 806 891



4

Weipa
Kerr Point Road, Evans Landing, Weipa 
(07) 4069 8114
Karumba
8 Palmer Street, The Point, Karumba 
(07) 4745 9142

Queensland Water Police
Gold Coast ................................................................. (07) 5509 5700
Brisbane ....................................................................... (07) 3895 0333
Redland Bay ............................................................. (07) 3829 4129
Sunshine Coast ..................................................... (07) 5457 6711
Hervey Bay................................................................. (07) 4125 3900
Gladstone ................................................................... (07) 4971 3222
Yeppoon ...................................................................... (07) 4933 7990
Whitsunday............................................................... (07) 4967 7222
Townsville ................................................................... (07) 4760 7812
Cairns .............................................................................. (07) 4057 3577
Thursday Island .................................................... (07) 4069 1520
The Water Police are responsible for crime
prevention on the water and facilitate search
and rescue activities in conjunction with the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority.
Please note: All noise complaints must be directed to 
your local government.

For marine emergencies including search and rescue 
telephone 000.

General rules and 
requirements

Buying a new or used boat
What you should know
Does the boat meet your needs?
Will it carry the number of people you want 
without overloading it?
Will it operate safely in the waters where you 
usually fish or plan to fish?

A new boat
(a) Has it an affixed Australian Builders Plate? 
If not check with the dealer as it should have a 
plate attached. The plate indicates the maximum 
horsepower for the vessel, maximum carrying 
capacity in passengers or weight and whether 
the boat is fitted with basic buoyancy or level 
buoyancy.

(b) Have navigation lights been fitted? If so 
are they fitted correctly? For small craft, the 
standard navigation lights are starboard and 
port sidelights and an all round white light. The 
sidelights must be fitted so they are parallel with 
the centre line of the boat, not aligned with the 
curve of the bow. The all-around white light must 
be visible from all directions and must be at least 
a metre above the side lights.
(c) If the dealer has fitted registration symbols, 
is each numeral or letter a minimum of 200 
mm high and legible from 30m away? Also are 
they dark numbers on a light background or 
light numbers on a dark background displayed 
on both sides of the vessel? You may be fined 
if the registration symbols do not meet these 
requirements. In the case of a non-displacement 
boat (in other words a boat that does not plane 
at speed), the symbols can be a minimum of 

Regular weekend and mid-week Maritime Safety 
QLD BoatSafe approved boat and jet ski licence 
and assessing courses conducted at Coast Guard 
Southport.

Instructors with 
Coast Guard 
and Commercial 
experience

and Training available. 

P.O. Box 781 Southport BC Qld 4215
Ph: 07 5526 2191
Mobile: 0418 717 208
Fax: 07 5526 2051
Email: qldboatingcollege@bigpond.c

Changes are being introduced in 2012  
to improve boating safety. 

Check the Maritime Safety Queensland  
website at www.msq.qld.gov.au for the most 

up-to-date information.
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75mm in height and displayed on the stern of 
the boat, or both sides of the boat.
(d) Does it have safety equipment supplied? If 
so check the safety equipment table on page 28 
to ensure you have all the required equipment.
Life jackets are important items – if you have 
purchased the boat with the cheapest life jackets 
available consider purchasing some PFDs type 
1 of a reasonable quality or the inflatable type 
which can be worn with comfort most of the time. 
(Remember – children under 12 years must wear 
a life jacket in open boats under 4.8 metres 
when underway).
(e) Is the boat fitted with an under floor fuel 
tank? If so has a water trap fuel filter been fitted 
to the boat somewhere in the vicinity of the 
transom? It is recommended that all boats, even 
if portable tanks are used, have a water trap fuel 
filter fitted.

A second hand boat
If the boat was built before the Australian 
Builders Plate was required (2006), then you 
must have displayed a capacity label (see page 
12) by which you have determined how many 
people the boat can carry safely. Instructions on 
how to determine a boat’s capacity are on the 
back of the label.

All of the above are relevant to a second hand 
boat. Because the boat is older and may have 
been modified by previous owners, be sure  
to check:

Expire sticker and note the expiry dates on 
space provided

the cut off switch for the motor

contrasting colours with the registration label 
attached.

ONLINE pre-course study & sample
assessment

Approved
Training Course

Brisbane, Logan, Gold Coast, Ipswich, Redland, Scenic Rim enquiries: Ph 3287 6262
Rockhampton & Yeppoon enquiries: Ph 0447 330 007

All About Boat & Jetski Licenses

Phone: 3287 6262
Mob: 0418 159 162

80 Ferry Road, Carbrook
Email: gamcconnell@optusnet.com.au or info@boatlicence.net.au

www.boatlicence.net.au

Contact Gary McConnell
30 years licensing experience



6 ACTIVE RESULTS - AUSTRALIA WIDE

MARINE 
AUCTIONS

MARINE AUCTIONS & VALUATIONS
P.O. Box 170, Albion Queensland 4010
Ph (07) 3268 3614  Fax (07) 3268 3760  
www.marineauctions.com.au

THE ALTERNATIVE WAY OF SELLING 

ANY TYPE OF VESSEL OR MARINE ASSET 

WITH PROVEN AND SUCCESSFUL RESULTS

REGULAR AUCTIONS:
BRISBANE:  Rivergate Marina

Adrian Seiffert 0418 783 358, adrian@marineauctions.com.au

GOLD COAST: Runaway Bay Marina
Bill Fankhauser 0458 304 786, bill@marineauctions.com.au
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Registering a boat
All boats fitted with a motor or auxiliary of 3kW 
(over 4hp) and over require registration when 
on the water in Queensland. Registration forms 
are available from, and must be lodged with, 
a Department of Transport and Main Roads 
customer service centre. Fees are calculated 
according to the boat length (exemptions and 
concessions do apply in some cases).
The registration label must be attached to the 
exterior of the boat in a conspicuous place above 
the waterline on the port (left) side.
Your boat will be allocated registration symbols. 
These must be clearly visible in plain characters 
in a contrasting colour to the hull of the boat. The 
size of the symbols depends on the type of boat 
and must be able to be read from a distance of 
30 metres.

a minimum of 200mm high on both sides.

must be displayed on both sides at least 
100mm high, easily seen while the craft is 
underway.

canoes with motors, yachts) must have 
symbols a minimum of 75mm high on both 

sides or on the stern.
When a registered boat is sold it is the 
responsibility of the new owner to lodge an 
application for transfer of the registration 
within 14 days. Registration may be cancelled 
if the boat is no longer used in Queensland, 
is withdrawn from service or no longer meets 
registration requirements. Interstate visitors 
must comply with Queensland rules and may be 
required to register the boat while in Queensland.
Third party insurance is not included in the cost 
of registering your vessel. Independent advice 
should be sought about insurance if required.
Tenders
Tenders to registered recreational boats are 
exempt from registration provided they are 
used within two nautical miles of the primary 
boat. The tender must be marked with the word 
‘tender’ as well as the primary boat’s registration 
symbols (at least 75mm high) on the exterior of 
the tender. If this is not possible, they must be 
marked on the inside of the boat in the largest 
characters possible. The tender may be marked 
with the owner’s name, if it is used for more than 
one of the owner’s boats.
See page 26-27 for information on registration 
and safety equipment requirements for tenders.

ONLINE pre-course study & sample
assessment

Approved
Training Course

Brisbane, Logan, Gold Coast, Ipswich, Redland, Scenic Rim enquiries: Ph 3287 6262
Rockhampton & Yeppoon enquiries: Ph 0447 330 007

All About Boat & Jetski Licenses

Phone: 3287 6262
Mob: 0418 159 162

80 Ferry Road, Carbrook
Email: gamcconnell@optusnet.com.au or info@boatlicence.net.au

www.boatlicence.net.au

Contact Gary McConnell
30 years licensing experience


