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Special requirements

Sailing vessels

however, there are many sailing vessels operating commercially in the tourism sector.

Working onboard a sailing vessel involves utilising a different set of seafaring skills and 

Things to be aware of on sailing vessels
Lines under great tension

 Don’t release them suddenly and let them run through your hands as this will cause  
 

 are sure the tension is manageable.

Always know where the wind is coming from

 
 them to crash to the other side of the vessel which can result in damage to the  
 vessel and injury to crew or passengers.

horsepower from the wind.
A crew member working on the deck of a sailing 
vessel should be securely clipped on with a safety 
harness at all times and be aware of the strain 
that each line is under. 

QPort Marine Services
Phone: 07 3893 0066   Email: info@qportmarine.com.au
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Contract and Charter of Commercial Marine Floating Plant, Services and Logistics.
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 be followed when operating a sailing  
 vessel.

 
 

 leeward boat has right of way over  
 windward boat. 

 
 must give way at all times, even if the  
 vessel being overtaken is powered.

 
 a stop as a powered vessel.

Barges and cargo conveyance
Commercial barges operate on many 
smooth and partially smooth waterways in 
Queensland.

their design and the nature of the work they 
are engaged in. 

freeboard (the distance from the waterline to 

for cargo-carrying ability. 

As they are designed to carry large loads with little displacement and a shallow draft, stability 
considerations are important and all crew members should be trained to identify a potentially 

master’s responsibility, however, crew members should also be aware of a barge’s specific 

edge immersion may occur if  the cargo shifts and reduces the vessel’s stability.

Things to be aware of:

 
 must remain closed for the duration of the voyage.

B

A

Leeward

Windward

Starboard
tack

Port
tack

C
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 master is efficient and clear.

 
 unloading on a falling tide, efficiency and teamwork is important.

Trawlers
One of the most common causes of trawlers being lost at sea is the result of the sudden loss 

While this is sometimes due to the free surface effect of shifting weight on deck, often it is the 

All crew members should be aware of their responsibilities when responding to a hook up to 

installed in a float free position. This means 

event of a hook up rather than going down 

those below deck the chances of survival are 
limited as water pours in, the lights go out 
and the ability to find the way out of the hull 
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ts is diminished by disorientation, panic and lack of air.

Trawler person overboard response
Working on the deck of a trawler, particularly if there is a large sea running, carries the 
risk of a person falling overboard. A fast response time from the crew members onboard 
will greatly increase the chances of the person overboard being retrieved in difficult sea 

person overboard and this procedure should be drilled regularly so that crew members know 
their responsibilities.

Working alone
Even though a ship at sea with a full crew may seem confined 
at times, there are many cases where crew members may have 

mother vessel.

Things to be aware of

 
 in gear.

 
 doubt, get out.

 
 at the very least engage neutral gear before moving around the dory.


